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The Triumph of Creation:

What are the Book of Exodus—and Revelation—Really
About?

Rabbi Shai Held - Held@hadar.org
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I. What Is the Exodus Really About?
A'-N:NNINY .1
A liyny [2187 MR N UK APy NN NN D'RAN 7RIY! 1A Ning N7 K1
:D¥NY LN t]0|'| Y91 D'yl 171}"11' 'NX' Uo7 '1'| UNITY “M011 1T 41N [HaT Dw
ywm NIRRT TRNA XYY 7 mw' 'nl NN TN |"rix ~221q0i' N ©
DIXYI2) 'me' 2 0Y.N N iRY” 'm MmN l10|I NXVYT" N'? YN DXNTY UTN" 1'm D7l ® DN
m'm
N%V1112°0N0721 11" KIW7Y RINTDA qom nnpn'm NIXQN™'D N 217197 nR2PNN) '1:n 10
2 :00nYINXI DNONX NYI9Y: nidon 1y 121 DN%7202 iNay |un‘7 D'on Y Mu mnign Ywm n
‘7MY 2 non |:<7-| Y9! 21 D2 |2 iNK 13y 'WJNDI

1. Exodus 1:1-12

! These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each coming with
his household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; *Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;

*Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. °The total number of persons that were of Jacob’s issue
came to seventy, Joseph being already in Egypt. ¢ Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all
that generation. " But the Israelites were fertile and prolific; they multiplied and increased
very greatly, so that the land was filled with them. ® A new king arose over Egypt who did not
know Joseph. ? And he said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much too numerous
for us. *° Let us deal shrewdly with them, so that they may not increase; otherwise in the event
of war they may join our enemies in fighting against us and rise from the ground.” ** So they
set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor; and they built garrison cities
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for Pharaoh: Pithom and Ramses. ** But the more they were oppressed, the more they
increased and spread out, so that the [Egyptians] came to dread the Israelites.
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2. Genesis 1:28
God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fertile and increase, fill the earth and master it;
and rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and all the living things that creep on earth.”
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3. Ezekiel 29:3

Speak these words: Thus said the Lord GOD: | am going to deal with you, O Pharaoh king of
Egypt, Mighty monster, sprawling in your channels, Who said, My Nile is my own; | made it for
myself.
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4. Exodus 14:15-16

>Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.

!¢ And you lift up your rod and hold out your arm over the sea and split it, so that the Israelites
may march into the sea on dry ground.
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5. Exodus 14:21-22

2'Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and the Lord drove back the sea with a strong east
wind all that night, and turned the sea into dry ground. The waters were split, *and the
Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right
and on their left.
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6. Genesis 1:9-10
° God said, “Let the water below the sky be gathered into one area, that the dry land may
appear.” And it was so. * God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering of waters He called
Seas. And God saw that this was good.
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7. Exodus 10:21-23

2 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Hold out your arm toward the sky that there may be
darkness upon the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be touched.” ? Moses held out his arm
toward the sky and thick darkness descended upon all the land of Egypt for three days.

2 People could not see one another, and for three days no one could get up from where he
was; but all the Israelites enjoyed light in their dwellings.
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8. Genesis 1:4 : ' '
God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness.
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9. Exodus 2:2
The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw how beautiful he was, she hid him
for three months.
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10. Exodus 14:30-31

* Thus the LORD delivered Israel that day from the Egyptians. Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the shore of the sea. ** And when Israel saw the wondrous power which the LORD had
wielded against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD; they had faith in the LORD and

His servant Moses.

11. Exodus 15:11-21

2You put out Your right hand,

The earth swallowed them.

3In Your love You lead the people You redeemed;

In Your strength You guide them to Your holy abode.

“The peoples hear, they tremble;

Agony grips the dwellers in Philistia.

>Now are the clans of Edom dismayed;

The tribes of Moab—trembling grips them;

All the dwellers in Canaan are aghast.

*Terror and dread descend upon them;

Through the might of Your arm they are still as stone—

Till Your people cross over, O Lord,

Till Your people cross whom You have ransomed.

You will bring them and plant them

in Your own mountain,

The place You made to dwell in, O Lord,

The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands established.
¥The Lord will reign for ever and ever!

®For the horses of Pharaoh, with his chariots and horsemen,
went into the sea; and the Lord turned back on them the
waters of the sea; but the Israelites marched on dry ground
in the midst of the sea.

Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel
in her hand, and all the women went out after her in dance
with timbrels.

*And Miriam chanted for them: Sing to the Lord, for He has
triumphed gloriously;

Horse and driver He has hurled into the sea.
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Il. The Vision of Sinai: A Radical Alternative to Egypt
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12. Exodus 22:20-26

2You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.
2 You shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan. ?* If you do mistreat them, | will heed their
outcry as soon as they cry out to Me, 2 and My anger shall blaze forth and I will put you to the
sword, and your own wives shall become widows and your children orphans. * If you lend
money to My people, to the poor among you, do not act toward them as a creditor; exact no
interest from them. 2 If you take your neighbor’s garment in pledge, you must return it to him
before the sun sets; it is his only clothing, the sole covering for his skin. In what else shall he
sleep? Therefore, if he cries out to Me, | will pay heed, for | am compassionate.
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13. Exodus 2:23-25
2 A long time after that, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under the
bondage and cried out; and their cry for help from the bondage rose up to God. ** God heard
their moaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. * God
looked upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them.
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14. Deuteronomy 15:1-8 ' |
! Every seventh year you shall practice remission of debts. 2 This shall be the nature of the
remission: every creditor shall remit the due that he claims from his fellow; he shall not dun
his fellow or kinsman, for the remission proclaimed is of the LORD. * You may dun the
foreigner; but you must remit whatever is due you from your kinsmen. * There shall be no
needy among you—since the LORD your God will bless you in the land that the LORD your God
is giving you as a hereditary portion— * if only you heed the LORD your God and take care to
keep all this Instruction that | enjoin upon you this day. ° For the LORD your God will bless you
as He has promised you: you will extend loans to many nations, but require none yourself;
you will dominate many nations, but they will not dominate you. ’ If, however, there is a
needy person among you, one of your kinsmen in any of your settlements in the land that the
LORD your God is giving you, do not harden your heart and shut your hand against your needy
kinsman. ® Rather, you must open your hand and lend him sufficient for whatever he needs.

15. Walter Brueggemann, “The Rhetoric of Hurt and Hope: Ethics Odd and Crucial”
(1989)

| suggest that the urgency reflected in the grammatical form is based on the promissory
character of a counter ethic. The urging of the law is this: If Israel does not act in the way
urged here, it will never break from the dominant Canaanite pattern. Israel will regress to the
dominant, conventional ethic which is never liberating, never giving, never generous, never
heeding, and therefore never blessed.
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16. Deuteronomy 23:16-17

®You shall not turn over to his master a slave who seeks refuge with you from his master. !’"He
shall live with you in any place he may choose among the settlements in your midst, wherever
he pleases; you must notill-treat him.
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I1l. Dignified Labor
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17. Exodus 5:1-5

! Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: Let My people go that they may celebrate a festival for Me in the wilderness.” 2 But
Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that | should heed Him and let Israel go? | do not know the
LORD, nor will I let Israel go.” * They answered, “The God of the Hebrews has manifested
Himself to us. Let us go, we pray, a distance of three days into the wilderness to sacrifice to
the LORD our God, lest He strike us with pestilence or sword.” * But the king of Egypt said to
them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you distract the people from their tasks? Get to your
labors!” ® And Pharaoh continued, “The people of the land are already so numerous, and you
would have them cease from their labors!”
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18. Exodus 35:1-3
! Moses then convoked the whole Israelite community and said to them: These are the things
that the LORD has commanded you to do: 2 On six days work may be done, but on the seventh
day you shall have a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the LORD; whoever does any work on it
shall be put to death. * You shall kindle no fire throughout your settlements on the sabbath
day.
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19. Exodus 25:1-2 '
! The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall
accept gifts for Me from every person whose heart so moves him.
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20. Exodus 20:8-11

8 Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. ° Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
% hut the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God: you shall not do any work—you,
your son or daughter, your male or female slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is within
your settlements. '* For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth and sea, and all that is in
them, and He rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and
hallowed it.
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21. Deuteronomy 5:12-15

12 Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you. ** Six
days you shall labor and do all your work, * but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave,
your ox or your ass, or any of your cattle, or the stranger in your settlements, so that your
male and female slave may rest as you do. > Remember that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt and the LORD your God freed you from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm; therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the sabbath day.
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